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NEWBY  HONORED 

Fletcher  E.  Newby,  outgoing  Director  of  the  EQC,  was  honored  by  EQC  members 
at  a  dinner  in  Helena  on  April  16.  Newby,  Director  of  the  EQC  since  its  creation 
in  1971,  was  presented  with  a  certificate  noting  his  distinguished  service  to  the 
environment  of  Montana. 

Newby  is  now  Deputy  Director  for  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Game.  The  EQC 
will  meet  in  Helena  May  10  to  determine  his  successor. 


IMPACT  STATEMENTS  HIGHLIGHTED 

On  April  15  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  (DHES)  re- 
leased a  final  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  for  the  controversial  Bridger 
Pines  Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County  (see  EQC  NEWS  Vol.lNos.  10  and  11.) 

As  a  result  of  comments  received  on  the  draft  EIS  the  developer  abandoned 
the  idea  of  using  evaporation  lagoons  in  Park  County  and  contracted  with  the 
town  of  Belgrade  for  the  use  of  its  municipal  sewage  system  to  dispose  of  treat- 
ed wastewater  hauled  from  Bridger  Pines.  Also,  hauling  would  be  limited  to  sum- 
mer months  when  road  and  traffic  conditions  are  favorable. 

Copies  of  the  final  EIS  on  Bridger  Pines  are  available  from  the  Environmental 
Sciences  Division  of  the  DHES,  Helena,  MT  59601. 


The  Montana  Predatory  Animal  Control  Program  is  the  subject  of  a  draft 
EIS  submitted  on  April  12  by  the  Department  of  Livestock.  The  EIS  covers  a 
description  of  the  present  situation  and  of  the  proposed  project,  analyses 
of  cost  versus  benefit  and  environmental  impact,  and  a  discussion  of 
alternatives. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  written  comments  on  the  draft  EIS  is  May  23, 
1974.  In  addition,  three  public  hearings  will  be  held  around  the  state  during 
the  month  of  May.  For  a  copy  of  the  EIS  and  more  information  on  the  public 
hearings,  please  write  Department  of  Livestock,  Brands-Enforcement  Division, 
Helena,  MT  59601.  Please  address  all  comments  on  the  EIS  to  the  Department  of 
Livestock. 


LAND  USE  POLICY  STUDY 

Charles  Brandes,  coordinator  of  the  EQC  land  use  policy  study,  will  be 
sending  out  a  questionnaire  to  all  county  commissioners,  conservation  district 
supervisors,  and  planning  board  members  in  Montana  before  the  end  of  April. 
These  three  groups  have  long  been  involved  with  land  use,  and  their  thoughts 
and  concerns  on  this  topic  are  viewed  as  important  by  the  EQC.  In  order  to 
obtain  greater  public  involvement  members  of  the  EQC  staff  are  available  to 
participate  in  any  public  forum  dealing  with  land  use.  In  addition,  the  EQC 
is  investigating  the  possibility  of  using  television  to  increase  public  aware- 
ness of  land  use  issues  and  to  encourage  citizens  to  inform  their  representa- 
tives of  their  concerns. 

The  research  phase  of  the  study  is  now  two-thirds  completed.  Review  of 
the  enabling  legislation  of  state  agencies  and  the  efforts  of  other  states  to 
deal  with  land  use  policy  are  proceeding  on  schedule.  The  EQC  staff  economist, 
Dick  Bourke,  is  beginning  an  analysis  of  the  economic  considerations  inherent 
in  possible  alternative  policies  to  be  generated  by  the  study. 

ENERGY  POLICY  STUDY 

The  EQC  has  awarded  three  contracts  for  consultant  services  to  study 
development  of  coal,  petroleum,  natural  gas,  and  geothermal  resources  in 
Montana. 

Mr.  Tom  Finch  of  Butte  will  investigate  proven  coal  reserves  as  well  as 
alternate  methods  of  extraction  and  total  recovery.  He  will  also  consider  the 
market  potential  for  Montana  coal  and  the  conservation,  regulatory,  and  economic 
aspects  of  its  development. 

Mr.  Gustav  Stolz  of  Butte  will  develop  a  current  estimate  of  proven  crude 
oil  and  natural  gas  reserves.  He  will  also  discuss  the  merits  of  alternative 
production  methods,  the  environmental  impacts  of  exploration,  and  political 
and  regulatory  measures  that  can  serve  as  incentives  to  stimulate  increased  oil 
and  gas  exploration  activity  in  Montana. 
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The  Montana  College  of  Mineral  Science  and  Technoloqy  Research  Foundation 
will  study  earth  temperature  gradients  in  eastern  Montana  in  an  effort  to  assess 
the  qeothermal  potential  of  the  area.  Temperature  data  will  be  obtained  from 
logs  and  records  of  the  Oil  and  Has  Conservation  Station  in  Billings.  This  work 
is  being  accomplished  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  C.A.  Balster  of  the  Montana 
Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology. 

HJR  73 

In  response  to  the  passage  of  HJR  73,  requiring  thorough  economic  analysis 
in  the  EIS  preparation  and  review  process,  the  EQC  has  sent  a  memo  asking  state 
agencies  to  assess  their  capabilities  in  this  regard.  We  will  then  utilize 
this  information  in  drafting  recommendations  and  suggested  guidelines  to  be 
followed  to  assure  agency  compliance. 

The  few  responses  to  date  have  been  general  in  nature  and  not  from  any  of  the 
major  agencies  involved  in  the  EIS  process. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS  APRIL  1-15 

Originating 
Date  Received        STATE  ---  Subject  Agency 

4-1-74  Fencing-Loon  Lake  to  Flathead  DH 

County  Line.  Located  on  US  #2 
W.  of  Kalispell  in  Lincoln  Co., 
between  Libby  and  Kalispell. 
Work  will  consist  of  fencing 
both  sides  of  the  10.5  mi. 
stretch  of  existing  highway. 

I  4-2-74  Sterling  Estates  Subdivision.  DHES 

Located  near  Woods  Bay  in  Lake 
Co.  3  mi .  so.  of  Bigfork. 
92  acres. 

4-3-74  Flood  Damage  in  Lincoln,  Sanders,        D^' 

Mineral,  Flathead  and  Missoula 
counties.  Repair  and  reconstruction. 

4-3-74  Proposed  Glendive  Nursing  Home.  DHES 

A  nursing  home  of  75  beds;  an 
addition  to  the  existing 
Glendive  Community  Hospital. 

4-8-74  Hathaway-E.  &  W.  Project  DH 

begins  25  mi.  w.  of  Miles 
City  and  extends  easterly  5.6 
mi.  to  the  Rosebud-Custer  Co. 
line. 


New  environmental  impact  statements  (continued). 

Originatinq 
Date  Received         STATE  —  Subject  Agency 

4-10-74  Beaver  Creek  South  Subdivision,         DHES 

located  in  Gallatin  Co.  The 
owner  Beaver  Creek  South  Inc., 
a  Montana  corporation, intends 
to  divide  approx.  95  acres  into 
72  lots  for  single-family  and 
multi-family  residences,  and  a 
maximum  of  7%  acres  along  U.S. 
highway  191  for  a  neighborhood 
commercial  area. 

4-10-74  Glacier  Acres  a  proposed  subdivision      DHES 

in  Glacier  Co.  Located  two  mi.  from 
East  Glacier  along  the  Heart  Butte 
Road.  323  acres. 

4-12-74  Forest  Acres  Mobile  Home  Park,  a         DHES 

proposed  trailer  park  facility  in 
Flathead  Co.  midway  between  Kali  spell 
and  Whitefish.  Facilities  for  100 
mobile  home  spaces.  80  acres. 

4-12-74  East  Edgewood  Subdivision,  near         DHES 

Whitefish  in  Flathead  Co.  7  lots, 
six  of  which  are  each  17,000  sq.  ft. 
and  one  of  2.3  acres. 

4-12-74  Eagle-Point  Subdivision,  near  Whitefish    DHES 

in  Flathead  Co.  Located  6  mi.  N.W. 
of  Whitefish,  on  Whitefish  Lake  shoreline. 
12.35  acres. 

4-12-74  Montana  Predatory  Animal  Control  Program.    DL 

To  prevent  or  reduce  the  killing,  de- 
struction, maiming  or  injury  caused  by 
predatory  animals  to  domestic  livestock 
and  poultry  and  to  alleviate  problems 
caused  by  those  species  which  may  en- 
danger human  health  or  safety. 

4-15-74  Upper  Stryker  Ridge  Timber  Sale.         DNRC 

Includes  4.6  million  board  feet 
of  timber  from  a  1380  acre  general 
sale  area  located  17  air  miles  no. 
n.w.  of  Whitefish. 
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fif.v;  f.nv  ironiiifntal  impact  statoniont'i  (continued). 

Date  Received         STATE  ---  Subject 

4-15-74  Bridqer  Pines  Subdivision  in 

Bridger  Canyon.  Sewage  disposal 
and  water  supply  system  proposed 
for  use  in  the  subdivision. 
30  acres. 


Originating 
Agency 

DHES 


D  -  draft  statement 

EW  -  emergency  waiver 

F  -  final  statement 

N  -  negative  declaration 


DHES  -  Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental 

Sciences 
DH  -  Department  of  Highways 
DL  -  Department  of  Livestock 
DMRC  -  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
Conservation 
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